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Key comments for January-April 2013 newbuilding statistics compared with a corresponding period in 2012: 

- 35% increase in the number of new orders reported with a remarkable rebound in the volume of container's newbuilding business  

- 83 new orders for containers were reported in Jan-April 2013 from 10 last year. In the bulk carrier and tanker segments, the 

volume of new orders showed 49% and 93% respectively year-on-year increase in terms of deadweight ordered.  

- Greek newbuilding business is marked by 44% higher volume of new orders than similar period last year with 33%, 67% and 

300% rise in bulk carriers, tankers and containers orders respectively. During the year to date, 56 orders are reported to have been 

placed by Greek investors, which are 16% lower than the volume of Chinese orders. Chinese presence appears stronger in the 

container segment with 12 new orders, liners with 5 new orders and special projects with 5 new orders.  

- In terms of newbuilding trends, bulk carriers represented significant rise for capesize newbuildings with investors ordering 54 new 

orders, from 12 in the first four months of last year. Handy-handysize, ultramax and capesize ordering activity kept a high pace of 

newbuildings, up by 250%, 58% and 350% respectively from the ordering levels in Jan-April 2012. Greek owners' activity was 

centred on capesize and kamasarmax activity by ordering 14 capesizes and 8 kamsarmaxes. In a similar period last year, Greek 

investors were again placing strong activity in the large panamax and kamsarmax segments with no reported business for capesize 

vessels.  

- Tankers emerged even stronger in the MR ordering levels with 17% year-on-year increase, while in the crude carrier segment, 

aframax size, posted remarkable rise of 17% y-o-y with 20 new orders from 3 in Jan-Apr 2012. Greek newbuilding plans were 

heavily weighted on the MR segment with 9 new orders from 5 last year, 4 in the aframax and 2 in the suezmax segment.  

- Record high of newbuilding business in the container segment is stepped up from aggressive ordering appetite for post panamax 

boxships. Ordering levels for vessels of more than 9,000 TEU reached 29 new orders, while no business for such vessels was 

reported in Jan-April 2012. Greek owners keep a relative quiet appetite with 4 new orders in the post panamax segment, 2 in the 

large panamax and 2 in the sub-panamax.  

- In terms of shipyards’ presence, Korean shipyards seem to compete hard with Chinese in the winning of new contracts. In the 

bulk carrier segment, 156% higher volume of new orders reported at Korean shipyards from a similar period in 2012 with 23 new 

orders, all for capesizes. Chinese yards won 19% higher volume of business with activity in all vessel sizes, mainly in the handy-

handysize, ultramax and capesize segments. Overall, Chinese yards grasped 52% share of the business reported in the bulk 

carrier segment for the first four months of the year, Korean 12% and Japan 30%. Japanese yards are surpassing Chinese and 

Korean shipbuilders in the panamax and kamsarmax segment. 

- In the tanker segment, Korean yards appear stronger than Chinese by winning 63 new orders – 61% share of the total volume of 

newbuildings instead of 20 new orders reported at China- 19% share. Korean yards are in the frontline in the construction of MR 

handymax vessels with 44 new orders from 31 reported last year. Chinese yards secured 9 new owners for very large crude 

carriers from domestic shipping players, while in similar period last year only one VLCC was ordered at China. 

- In the container segment, 24 new orders are reported at Korean yards, 16 in the post panamax segment and 8 in the handy, from 

non reported business last year during Jan-April 2012. Chinese yards secured 240% higher volume of contracts with 33 new 

orders, 10 in the handy, 17 in the sub-panamax and 6 in the post panamax segments, from 9 new orders in the first four months of 

last year. Japan also sealed 5 new deals for post panamax boxships of more than 10,000 TEU, from zero reported business in Jan-

April 2012. 
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NEWBUILDING TRENDS, JAN-APRIL 2013 - VESSELS ORDERED PER VESSEL SIZE –  
BC, TANKERS (page 1/2) 
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NEWBUILDING TRENDS, JAN-APRIL 2013 - VESSELS ORDERED PER VESSEL SIZE –  
GAS TANKERS & CONTAINERS (page 2/2) 
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